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Horatio Lloyd Gates (July 26, 1727 - April 10, 1806)
was a retired British soldier who served as an American

general during the Revolutionaiy War. He took credit lor the
American victory in the Battles ol Saratoga (1777) — a
matter ol contemporary and historical controversy — and
was blamed lor the defeat at the Battle ol Camden (1780).
Gates has been described as "one ol the Revolution's most

controversial military ligures" because ol his role in the
Conway Cabal (which attempted to discredit and replaee
George Washington); the battle at Saratoga; and his actions

during and alter his defeat at Camden.^'^^^]
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Early life and education

Horatio Gates was christened on April 30, 1728, in the
Parish ol St Nicholas, Deptlord, Greenwich borough, Kent
county. His parents ol record were Robert and Dorothea
Gates. Evidence suggests that Dorothea was the
granddaughter ol John Hubbock, Sr. (d. 1692) postmaster
at Fulham, and the daughter ol John Hubbock, Jr., listed in
1687 sources as a vintner. She had a prior marriage, to
Thomas Reeve, whose lamily was well-situated in the royal
Customs service. Dorothea Reeve was housekeeper lor the
second Duke ol Leeds, Peregrine Osbome (d. June 25,
1729), which in the social context ol England at the time
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